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Sonia Guggisberg

Brazilian videomaker
The Refugee Film Collection
Interview: 10 questions

1. Tell me something about your life and the
educational background

I'm doing a Pos doc in Fine Arts, USP, Sao Paulo
University. (Capes Scholarship). I'm Ph.D. in
Communication and Semiotics, from the
Pontifical Catholic University of Sao Paulo (PUC-
SP) obtained title in 2015 and Master of Arts,
through the State University of Campinas (Capes
Scholarship),obtained title in 2009. | work as an
artist, videomaker and researcher, participating in
group and solo exhibitions, lectures and
workshops since the 1990s. | have experience in
site-specific and video installation and, today |
develop studies in videographic language for

documentary, as a research object.

My return to academics was a way of expanding

my research and rethinking the huge network of
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interwoven connections in the art world.Today
my work is directly connected to the “art using

moving images” in different contexts.

In my opinion, independent of the choosen midia,
the researcher artist seeks a multiplicity of
perspectives and other conceptual focuses,
activating his or her work and the expansion of

critical social knowledge.

2. When, how and why started you filming?

As an artist and a researcher the issue of
movement was always part of the work. The
interplay of tensions presented by the unstable
structures in my work since the begining, in 1990,
ended up being substituted by the image in
movement with the video-installations from
2006. | can say that through the dynamic process
of experimentation along with technological
evolution, the entry of technology and the "art
using moving images” into my work, was

inevitable.

3. What kinds of topics have your films?

After my decision of choosing the “art of moving
images” into my work, the next step in this
perpetual motion machine was the choice of
water as material and subject. Water, as an asset
of life, drew me onto the surface of the ground
and then to its place of origin — in other words,
into the earth, where underground reserves are
found. At this time, | produced some works and
the video installation Nascente (Source). With the
projection of a source in a water mirror inside the
former vault of the Banco do Brasil Cultural
Center, | presented a reflection on the

relationship between natural springs and the
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country's financial reserves. In this way, political

weight was given to the work.

After this, I've begun to think about new
possibilities for documentary video and its
extensions, the subject of my doctorate. Besides
the political concept, my research became too
more focused in the realities captured by the
camera, in the construction of clippings, in
technological and sound manipulation, and in

aesthetic and sign-related issues.

The objective of the thesis was to analyze the
process of documenting memories and
testimony, using different languages with the

moving images.

From 2010 to 2013 | did a research on the cities
redesign, using demolition falls as a metaphor to
talk about the dismantling of the city and
subject's memory. Nowadays I'm very interested
on the redesign of the identities. Memories and
testimonies are starting point of this constant
listening, always focused on the voice of the
others, always facing images of others and their
singular embodiments. In 2014 | started to map
the refugee wave and build my project about the

Migrant Dream.

4. Concerning your included video: please tell me
more about the aims and the contents.

The videos included are part of my project about
the Migrant Dream and the aim is an openning

reflexion for social inclusion.

In order to talk about the refugees, we need to
understand their place in today's society; we

need to consider them as members of a
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community of those who don’t belong to any
community. After crossing the Mediterranean,
trying to save their own lives, they turn into a
group of excluded people that happens to exist
because of the nuisance they cause where they
arrive. Their inclusion in new countries takes
place under a deeply hard way that is by
exclusion. People of different origins, religions
and ethnicities are joined by the fact that they
crossed an ocean and entered countries that

don't recognise them.

It is important to understand that the refugee
crisis in Europe is considered the biggest
humanitarian catastrophe since the Second

World War. Thousands of people deprived of

their own lives. They mourn their families, with no

money, without a state and are at the same time

unwanted in almost every place they go to.

5. How do you develop your films, do you follow
certain principles, styles etc?

My research is thought by the relationship
between testimonies and memories with the

question of time comes mixing them in layers.

The witness tells stories based on cuts of reality;
but the report carries the power of reflection on
what has been silenced. One of the possibilities
of activating the past is the artistic production in
its documental format, because it develops
testimony difficulty, questioning the empty, the
silence and the gap, those being reality

indicators.

My documentary proposal is that of recovering
connection points between memory and reality,

working on the difficulty of testimony and
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guestioning the emptiness that accompanies it.
The production of films shaped by a collage of
diverse references is capable of generating
documents as well. It is an imagistic construction
that generates in the viewer ideas maps, because
during remembering memory is not passive. It
constructs itself in a bounding, perceptive action,
elaborated by emotions, relationships that

activate the senses, reasoning and ideas.

The aim in my work means renouncing existing
rules on a given subject and proposing another
mode of organization. It's also a mode of
organization of thought and of interpretation of
differences as a political act. It has to do with
reformulating procedures and finding points of

convergence for different languages.

The interweaving of formats and different artistic
visions is not only a strateqy for the production
and expansion of knowledge, but also makes the
continuous emergence of other languages and
other forms of thinking about and building art

possible.

6. Tell me more about the technical equipment
you use.
| have a basic small but good equipment. My

camera is a Sony Alpha Ar7 1.

7. How do you finance your films?

Actually, the trips | finance with exhibitions
invitations, Pdh and PosPdh scholarships because
they are my personal research. When it is

possible | use tax incentive law in my country too.

8. Do you work individually as a video artist/film

maker or do you work in a team?
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| work individually as a video artist/film maker.

9. Who or what has a lasting influence on your
film/video making?

The production of my works are shaped by a
collage of diverse references. It constructs itself
in @ bounding, perceptive action, elaborated by
emotions, relationships that activate the senses,

reasoning and ideas.

Gathering files, inquiring witnesses and
questioning them oppositely is a way to resist to
erasure of tracks, to dedicate to the construction
of a possible reality, a new gesture, admitting

precariousness of inevitably constructed truths.

In the creation process, files and testimonies are
collected data that precede the work and end up
structuring it physically and conceptually. The
work, in turn, is a testimony which comes as a
deployment of such information, mediated and
translated by the author. It may present in its
project the past social and political values review
proposal. History is constructed not only through
historical facts, but also by speeches from the

lived and perceived world.

10. What are your future plans or dreams as a

film/video maker?

About my future projects or the projects that I'm
involved today | can say that my research goes
more and more to the discussion in art in political

terms.

My research called Migrant Dream it is not only
an artistic research, but also a channel to

challenge the silence of the intellectual comfort
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zones that camouflage the contemporary
migrations reality. The main idea is to shed light
to underlying processes, like the constant
redrawing of human identities. Under such
conditions, the deconstruction of their identities
followed by the need of tranforming it is
inevitable. The research project proposes an
approach to these identities that are forced to
adapt. It presents the ‘redesign’ of identities,
focusing on their dreams and their losses since
the crises, the long waiting inside the Camp until

the uncertain future.

My dream today is finding sponsors to go in front

in my research.

Can works of yours be reviewed online besides
on the platforms of The New Museum of

Networked Art? If yes, where?

Yes. They can be seen in my website ad these two

links.

http://www.soniaguggisberg.com

https://issuu.com/women.cine.makers-

review/docs/special.edition/152
http://www.youblisher.com/p/1277690-Ottica-
Art-Magazine-6/
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o Faton,
Jacques

o Fedak, Andy
o Fenner,
Shelagh

o Fernandez
Pujol, Pablo

o Fini,
Francesca

o Finkelstein,
David

o Fischler,
Rami

o focAR

o Ford, Hannah
o Fortune,
Michael

o Franco,
Anaisa

o Frank,
Kristina

o Fraser, Analia
o Fukushima,
Yoko

o Fuller, Todd
o Fusco,
Florian

o Gabiani, Irina
o Gaddini,
Michael

o @Galvin,
Kirsten

o Garcia
Velayos, Jorge

o @Gatti, Frank
o Gunes, Sinasi
o Gee, Erin

o George,

James

o Rusvai,
Istvan

o Ruuska,
Pekka

o Ruzsa, Denes
o Sainz, Ausin
o Saito, Mikio
o Salmanis,
Kriss

o Salome MC
o Salvatus,
Mark Ramsel

o Sanhueza,
Mauricio

o Sansour,
Larissa

o Sant, David
Anthony

o Savela, Antti
o Scacchioli,
Fabio

o Schmidt,
Stephana

o Schrefler,
Klaus

o Schutterhoef,
Arie van

o Seward, Rob
o Shalom,
Gabriel

o Shekar,
Veena

o Shen, Ying-
Fang

o Shivkumar K
\%

o Skea, Ben

o Slattnes,

Daniel
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o Gerard,
Johannes

o Gerber,
Ronald

o Girardi,
Guiseppe

o Giraudeau,
Matthew de
Kersaint

o Gonsholt,
Stine

o Goutos,
Konstantinos-
Antonios

o Graupe
Pillard, Grace
o Groshevs,
Kaspars

o Guggisberg,
Sonia

o QGutierrez,

Ana

o Gwiazda,
Henry

o Habarth,
Gerald

o Halloubi,
Hamza

o Hambelton,
Joe

o Hapetzeder,
Felice

o Hartenstein,
Constantin

o Hattler, Max
o Hdarenstam,
Mattias

o Healey-
Conelly, Cody

o Smith, Anna
F.C.

o Smolarz,
Elisabeth

o Snel &
Bannenberg

o
Soete,Karolien
o Solari, Nadja
o Spiric, Dajan
o Sreedeep

o Sribar, Boris
o Stade, Inese
o Stellbaum,
Gabriele

o Stepanian,
Alysse

o Steuernagel,
Ann

o Stoll, Simone
o Streatfeild,
Simon

o Sverdrup,
Ninia

o Sykes, Andy

o Szelag,
Agnes

o Taketani,
Yoko

o Tésy, Daniel
o Telkan, Arzu
Ozkal

o Tesch,
Katalin

o The Ebert
Brothers

o Thyes,
Myriam

o Till, Karin
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o Heitzhausen,
Fabian

o Helzle, Wolf
o Ho, Jaye

o Holden, Sam
o Hood, Denise
o Hoyme, Kai
Welf

o Hsieh, Jo-Lin
o Hudson, Dan
o Hughes,
George

o Hutchison,
David

o |rvin, Magnus
o |saenko,
Alexander

o Isaenko,
Alexander

o Jachimiak,
Magdalena &
Bieluszko, Anna
o Jakubovic,
David

o Johnston,
Johnathan

o Joly, Laurie

o Jordon,
Shelley

o Jurado,
Andres

o Kanders,
Kristina

o Kapon,
Annetta

o Kasari, Juan
aka 80juan80

o Kelesidi,

Maria

o Timofeey,
Alexander
“Satim”

o Tirelli, Sara
Francesca

o Toda, Shoko
o Tomas,
Ruben

o Tomaselli,
Enrico

o topo -
Beltran Navarro,
Leonardo R.

o Tosi,
Gabriele

o Towne,
Shawn

o Toy, Silvia

o Travaglini,
Alessia

o Trickes,
Sibylle

o Trullo, David
o Tsai, Tubie

o Tsybulka,
Vasili

o Tuoto, Arthur
o Ulto, Melissa
o Ungar, Jonas
o Vallet,
Alienor

o Vatankhah,
Parya

o Velasco, Julio
o Venell,
Andrew

o Vessichelli,
Adriano

o Vieira, José

o Viejo, Breixo
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o Khalil,
Theresa

o
Khoshgozaran,
Gelare

o Kim, Minso
o King, David
o Kirbas,
Hamza

o Knoetze,
Francois

o Koelsch,
Chris

o Konda Labas,
Lucija

o
Konstantinidis,
Leonidas

o Korporal,
Maria

o Kostjuk,
Alexandar

o Kowner,
Elyasaf

o Krastey,
Georqi

o Kristiansen,
ULf

o Kumanovic,
Dinko

o Lake, Ellen
o Lapid, Yaron
o Laufer,
Tammy Mike
o Lee, Ming-Yu
o Leister,
Elizabeth

hosted by

o Villemin,
Pierre & Jean

o Vrantzas,
Yiotis

o Waelchli,
Jamie Marie

o Walters, E.W.
o Washko,
Angela

o Wegrzyn,
Przemek

o Wegerer,
Roland

o Welch,
Simon

o Wells, Leigh
o Wen Zhu

o White, Lili

o
Whittenberger,
Peter

o Wiedemann,
Sebastian

o Wiegner,
Susanne

o Williams,
Alison

o Winz, Nico
o Wisniewski,
Jana

o Woodward,
James

o Wotton,
Dorianne

o Wube, Ezra
© Yeomans,
Erika

o Ylikoski,

Maria
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